Resolution of hepatopulmonary syndrome after methadone withdrawal as demonstrated by right to left shunt study.
We present the right to left shunt study findings of a 50-year-old male patient with hepatitis C cirrhosis, who complained of worsening dyspnea on exertion. Follow-up images showed resolution of hepatopulmonary syndrome following methadone withdrawal although there had been no improvement in his liver disease. This was unusual and may have been due to the effect of opiate receptors on nitric oxide signaling in the pulmonary vasculature.